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0:IIaptft7 D, fit attalien (AinIo'b1l8), 12th 01-117 
tat Cava1r7' Dlde1on-{A.1rmo'b1l.e) 
Aft) 8Irl hno1lco 96490 . . 

10 S83180, 'Fbaoc 1q ~., Repub110 o~ V1etDaI!L 
" . 

Appraximate_ 1900 hO\1J"a, 10 JIIe'bruary 1C110. 

'lbe &tea _a n.t with h~ elepba.nt 8rala and scrub 
'bt'I:aIh. 

'.lbe weather .e clear and Idld. 

'Jhe'" entIQ' strength _* & .qed til l'OUte to QImbodia 
reqUeatmg 1I'IJI'Pl.D. tor tl'COpa flaother' m.ccnml7. # 

1he7 bad just been dedlated. • an auf.amat,1o ambwh, 
and ccneequctl,' their IIOrala .e low. fJhe IW'V'iwre 
attacked"the ~tro1·v1th &utcat1O wapoae atu! hand 
snnadee. A.e,a rel\1lt of the emin ccmtact; tour 
en .. were Jdlled and eeveral others wounded. 

aJd'AIr DfS CORn.!ICIlI '!be platoon'. as.e.!aIl va ... D~ iabuilh at;~.· juno
tltm ot taro ,wll-u.aed t1'&1la b-r 1flIlne.7 QL 11.. h 
.ut" eorale ... b1M!. ~ caeualt1e. were e1x 
W\Ild.ed, Derle k1lla4. 

NAllAnYI. ppqprrtnR ,Ql 9lL1A!ll QlH2lGT, 

On fO "b:n.a~ 1970 the third plAtoon of ~ D w. set up in their 
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~t tabueh position, eonaistin~ ot three auto_tie ambushes detanated 
b7 tri!, wire along a well-used tra.ll and the pla. toon per:i.lleter seventy
tive meters to the Blat; Near S'l.t1set the platoon heard me of the auto
matic ambushes detonate. A squad site patrol was Salt to investigate. 
As the JBtrol neared the major trail, they Came under intense automatic 
weapOns 1'1re :f.'raIl the brush along the trail. 1he,. :Jmmediateq returned 
fire. , 

Spee1aliat Four John p. thea, tm assistant ~r for t:te 9Q:a. 
recoUless rine, realized that the add1t~naltirepower wh1eh could be 
provided by the recoilless rifle 'WOUld be a great a.sset to the patrol. Ii!I 
organized his tire team8.nd mane'IIITered the sevf!ntT-fi"le meters thro~h the 
withering enemy fire to the p:inn&d down patrol, and began to set up the 
rine to tire. As ~1&l1st BB.cawas preparing to load t.I'e rine, he saw 
a traP,mentation grenade ~ jn the midst (tf the patrol. With an aclama
tim he removed hiB steel pot, covered the grenade, and fell forNllrd onto 
it as the grenade went otf\ ,His bod7 and steel pot a.bsorbed all the 
shraP'lel from the ~de. 

~ial1st IBca '8 action saved at least eight men Who were within the 
kill r8.dius ot the grenade from serious injury or death. The patrol was 
able to continue its miss~n and " kill four eret'U soldiers and WCAlDd several 
others before contact was brokEn. 

111e fa.cts contained in the pl"OJX)sed citation &nd this na..r.r-atiY4t accotmt 
have been substantiated by 'the ~t8 .at C!Q"8-w:l.tz3ssses. 
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. . .. RECO~.{AENDATJON Fplf~tlAAb··~.""- ~;:~-J~ ~E:~OI~r.c DMERITORIOUS ACHIEYE:MENT 
For use of fhl. form, ... Ali 672.' '~J the pro n .1 OR lI!;RYICE 

TO, • (1nduda ZIP Code) . F ROMI ( Include ZIP Cc"" 

. Depf,!.r\:.ment of the Army Commanding Ofl~cer 
AT'1N: IGPB-AB Co D, 1st In :(AM), 12th Cav 
~ CI h'; "nb ....... nJ'! 2()~1L. 1st Cav Div ~AM). APO San F.l:'ancisco 964S0 

PART f • PERSONAL DATA ; 

I. LAST NAME' FIRST NAMe; - MIDDLE NAME 2. $SAN 
! 

3. GRADE 4. BRANCH 

MCA, John P. SPI, E-4 11B20 
I I. ORGANIZATION i 

Co DJ 1 st Ih (AU), 12th CavJ 1st C;!.V Div (AM) , APO Sa.n Francisco 96490 
6. RECOMMENDED AWARD 7. POSTHUMOUS AWARD: DYES IX:! NO 

M3dhl of Honor ... OATI!: AND PL.ACE OF DEATH 

8. DESIRED DATE OF PRESENTATION . 
b. NAME. RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OF NOK 

I. WAS INTERIM AWARD MADEl III YES ONO 

AWARD, Silver Ste.r 
PART II • RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD FOR HEROISM 

10. INFORMATION ABOUT EYEWITNESS .. LAST NAME. FIRST NAME, MI b. alAN !!. GRAOE d. UNIT 

IA~':SON, t'lilliam L. 1LT 0-2 Co D, 1st lb, 12th Cav 
BURKLE, Ronald E. SiT E-5 Co D, 1st lh, 12th Cav 
MARTIN, Gerald !'T. SiT E-5 00 D, 1 at }h, 12th Cav 
JAlrES, Arthur V.L. SP4 Fr4 00 D, 1st Ih, 12th Cav 
JMDAN, Steven R. SP4 E-4 Co D, 1st Ih, 12th Cav 
)rAYO, 1homa.s SP4 E-4 Co D" 1 st Ih, 12th Cav 
EI.tIOTl'" Peter J. PFe E-3 Co D, 1st lh, 12th Cav 
vn1n'l'. T'L"rlA 1 rI n . SPI • "({',..J; HHr! 1 Rt. P.n 1 ?t.h ~.v . -~ 

•• IF STATEMENT 0" WITNESS IS NOT ATTACHED. GIVE REASON 

roT lilrkle and SP4 James were med-evaded out of comtr,y and have since been returned 
to corrus. 

11. CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH ACT WAS PERFORMED 

•• LOCATION . ~ b. TIME c.OATE 

'IU 583100, Phuoc long Province, Republic of Vietnam 1900 hra. 10 Feb 70 

d. UNIT MOftAL.E. CASUAL.TIES, AND MissioN DURING TIME AND DATEISI OF ACT 

'lhe unit morale was high. Friendly casualties were six wounded, none killed. The m:toon IS mission was a n1gb.t ambush a. t the junction of two well-used trails near 
hway QL 14. . 

PART III· RECOMMENDATION fOR AWARD fOR ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE 

12. INCLUSIVE CATE t:.OR WHICH RECOMMENCEO 13. INCLUSIVE OATES OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNIT SHOWN IN ITEM S. 
STATE REASON FOR END DATE (R.tu., REFlUD. OIC.) 

}i,d-evaced out or country - 15 Feb 70 
14. OTHER AWAROS TO INDIVICUALRUf.t,l"NG TIME FRAME SHOWN IN ITEM '2 (Do .. not Include Int.rim _ •• d) 

',~',. " !<j.~; 
.. 

PART IV· OTHER INSTRUCTIONS AND AUTHENTICATION 
U. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPENDICES: 1,.~~l.tlls~:<iSt;r..:g"~~tJ-:l:roEIt;ITIATING RECOMMENDATION 

Se. App.ndb: vn. AR 672-5-1 fOir lA.tructlon. on completlnc and f'.nl'lm\..md:inp- Officer 
.U-hl"c G.c ••• .". narnatl .... data, such •• deacriptlcm of tbe llet, 17. TYPED NAME. GRADE, BRANCH AND' TITLE OF PERSON 
ableb., mapa and atatement. of .... Une ••••• INITIATING RECOMMENOATION 

\8. IF APPROVED, FORWARD AWARD TO: 
I l'mJ.J:.AM K. 1'OOTE, CPT, Infantry 
~ n. .:/.; .... "" 

The Adjutant Gen~ra1, ... DA 
'. - '(;;~ -k..J ulh 

20. 0'" Til: 

ATTN: AGPB-AB 2 Joky 70 Washington. D. c. 203lA 
FORM i f) US ;: 

" .. - lcailiTI!. .. 
----... -.--.--------'~--------------.-.---.-----".,~------.-.-.-_ .. --- " ___ ·_ ... w ~ • . , . • , 

'" 

. 
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IfAlmATIVE IESatIPTION fOR Off'craL"J:lSE~ONLY 

'. 
Ql'10 FeblU1ry 1970 the third platoon ot Canpany D, 1 at Ehtta1ion (Air

!!lObUe), 12th ~va.1r1, was set up in a n1.~.ht 8!!tbush position amng the high 
elephant fO'9.ss and scrub b:t:"';l'3h nes r Hi-'!h'way QL 14 in Ihuoc long Prov':ince, 
Ren~ of Vietnam.. 'i'he a:t0i.1S:1 .~ :J"1si.f'ted of three automtic ambushes along 

. a .well...rllseo. trail, des.i.:-I!Oll'9d ·~o t:J.J ~"~t.r.:mated by trip wire, and the platoon 
per~et.er' appro:x::tMately 3e,r6!'l·t.~r-.five meters to the E:t.st. At approJdmate17 

. 1~ail~s,' about haJ.f an .. hour before sunset, the platoon heard one of the. " 
.. '. autaDll\1C' ambushes deiOnate. The platoon leader, Firat Lieutenant Wllllam .' 
'/ . L."'~' organized a squad size element to go out and mvestigate.As the 

. patrol neared the najor trail, the point; nan saw one erlelQ' soldier Iy.lng on . 
the traU. '!he point man prepared to throw a hand grenade when the patrol 
came \Ilder mtense small arms and autonat1c weapons fire from tre brush a'l 

the far Sic'te of the trail. In the initial burst the patrol took one casualty. 
~e patrol retumeCI. f1re and. called t9r the medic to advance from the . 
perineter. 

~c1a1ist Four Jobl P. 8lCa, the assistant gunner for the ~. recoil
less rifle, realized that the additional firepower which oould be provided 
by the reco:U1ess ri:fle would be a great asset to the patrol. He organized 
his fire team and J:Meuvered the c1istanee through the w1the~ enemy f'ire 
to the pimed down patrol. 'lher unhesitatingly moved to the middle of the 
patrol and set up the rit.le to tire •. As Specialist Ehca was preparing to 
loan the rifle with a. necliette round, he saw a f're.gmentation f:!,'renade land 
m the mc1st of the patrol. . With an exe1amation he dropped the recoilless 
round, reJlk)ved his steel pot, covered the ~ne, an(l f'ell f'orward onto it 
as the ;n-enade went off'. ' Speciallst Baca IS body and steel pot absorbed the 
shratJle1 f'rcm the ~renade, but the explosion set off the charge in the 
recoi1leea rifie rolD'ld ~ at his side and it exploded s1mul.ta.neou8~. 
Pieces of tle shell casinll 'NOUllded three others in the p3tro1. 

~chlist Bica's action saved at least eight men who were within the 
kill radius of' the J!rEll8.de fran serious injury or c'eath. The patrol was 
able' to continue its mission and kill four enemy- soldiers before cmtact 
was brnken. A search the follolfinl;!: J!lom1n~ revea.1ed several JIl()re blood 
trails, 1ru:!icat:inp; a number of other casualties", 

'lhe :f'a.cts contamed m the proposed citation and this naJTatbe account 
have been substa.rrl;:lated by the statements of eye-w1tnesses. 
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GENERAL ORDERS j 
No. 37 

HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

WASmNGTON, DC., 16 July 1971 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress ap
proved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act 0£"9 July 1918 and 
act of 25 July 1963), the 'Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and in
trepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by 
the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to : 

Specialist Four John P. Baca, 562-78-'6132, United States Army, who dis
tinguished himself on 10 Febmary 1970 while serving on a recoilless rifle team 
with Company D, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division during a 
night ambush mission in Phuoc Long 'Province in the Republic of Vietnam. A 
platoon from his company was sent to investigate the detonation of an automatic 
ambush device forward of his unit's main position and 'Soon came under intense 
enemy fire from concealed positions along the trail. Hearing the heavy firing 
from the platoon position and realizing that his recoilless rifle team could assist 
the members of the besieged patrol, Specialist Boca led his team through the hail 
of enemy fire to a firing position within the 'patrol's defensive Jkrimeter. As 
they prepared to engage the enemy, a fragmentation grenade was thrown into 
the midst of the patrol. Fully aware of the danger to his comrades, Specialist 
Boca unhesitatingly, and with complete disregard for his own safety, covered 
the grenade with his steel helmet and fell on it as the grenade exploded, thereby 
absorbing the lethal fragments and concussion with his body. His gallant action 
and total disregard for his own personal well-being directly saved eight men 
from certain serious injury or death. The extraordinary courage and selflessness 
displayed by Specialist Boca, at the risk of his life, are in the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United 
States A.rmy. This award supersedes the Silver Star awarded to Specialist lfour 
Boca for gallantry in action on 10 February 1970, as announced in United 
States Army Vietnam General Orders Number 7011, 1970. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Anny: 

Official: 
VERNE L. BOWERS, 
Major General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
(}en.eral, United Statu ANn4I. 
Ohiel 01 Staff. 

'l'AGO 2AA. 
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. JiwaS Jata\ Ilea IS platoill leader tor three Idltha betore his tie.nafer 

to t.Mrd platOCl'l in 1'Ibrua17. JlJrin& this time 1 got to 1m_ .John Ver7' .' 
~·t -Itt wa. & de~ ~1oaa p8reoft" cancerned ~ with helptngQthei
~~' 1fe •• CIle .or..~JIt"bleet. men :In the campmJ' aDd his ded1eat:1on 'to 
htico8rAdes had been ehdMn 1Ifln3" times 1n hi. 1fill.:lngness to risk JUs lite 
'fa. ...... ~ ....... 

!rom talldng with his caarade. I am eoll"l1nced that John saw the grenade 
~"witJi !Un knowledge of his actions and the inevitable consequences he 

"t:~'laped CI'l it to save th~ . ..patrol. Q1~ two weeks .before the 10bh of. Februa17 
I was a partk1pBnt·1II ad1scuss:lon ot what people would do if' a gt'en.&de 
landed :In OlJr m1dst. lIlere others ea:fd thq would run or tall to t.te ground, 
John said with deep conviction that he would jump OIl it. fit had made the 
deciaim taJ' :.in adYance and 'When the nent. happened, he -did AS he sa.jd 80 

that ot.here m1.ght 11ft. 

• 

i~·.s"·iji 
·~z: SMITH 
1 L'l', Intantr,y 
PlatOon leader 
Co D., 1 at '&1, 12th Cav 

FOR OtflelaL"U.SE«()NL~ 
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I was the a14 mall. treated .l'J'tIs laca. PrCIIIl his tJOWlda I could see 
#' .,ldelit that heba-d _de an attempt; to another tbt blAat with hia 'bod7,., -

'. prn ... ~ ~ 'Pleo •• ot ibraJDBl from ~ch~ his reUcw soldi~ ,. 

Jdm BLca t. 'NDun.ci8 included a laf"#e open stceach 1«Qld, a large piece 
of ..... pad in hie left laPPeI' lig, allD ~ _11 pieces at Ibrapael :In 
both legs and pflrtl ot his &nu. He euttered RICh pam and .s treated ter 
periods ot ebock. In rq opipiDn, JobD ~ca Is bod,V,ab800rbed much of tb3 
shrapnel which 'Prevented other members' ot hi. squad trom. being injured.. 

~, r . 
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.31 =0".;.. UARA Dr.wS.; 
T. _._ ..... 

::.--1It • ~~ .. , tltm. lAc .. l:AIII ta the a1d of. patrol p!med do.~ f ."' 

.~ reeo!11e •• r11'l8. An el2elllT ~de landed in tba center ' 
'HJI!Il'f; JIleft. 1ft.t.hout .aitat1on he dan on the gJWJ6de. sav.l.l18 the other 

1!I!m.' He _I willinl \o.g1w the ult1aate sacrifice tor the IB1'et,. of hi. 
feJl.:ew"1Mr1. 

, 
~ ~; .r:.~: .~. 4 

" 

.,. , 

" 

...... _ .. 

~~f)1 1;?<r4 
GmALD W. KAllTlN 
roT "'S, 
Ammm1t1on BIa.Nr 
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ltlile a patrol was englued with f'ive 01" more en.e!t,V, John Bl.ea maneuvered. 
his 9Omn. recoilless rifle tean f:rom the platoon ambush position to the 
patrol 7') D3ters away, pinned down by he~vy en.ern;y autoar.tic weapons fire. 
Upon his arrival I heard stX!leone exclaim., tOl, F'J3 God!- As I turned to 
l(')ok'beMnd me, I saw s(.I!leone going down on his knees, then I was pushed 
a~. I heard the explosion as I fell forward. Once again I tln'ned back 
to see"'lfhat had happened. At this tine 51'4 Arthur James crawled up to me 
Bay:inp', "1 am bleedinp. to death." As I worlced CIl his wounded legs he told 
!!Ie -hhn thca. ha.d tried to covel" a f~tation grenade with his boe7 to 
save tre lives (')f' the men aJX)tIIld him. 

en further mvest1ga.ticn the follow:ing m:>~, we fotmd pieces ot the 
casing from a 9OmD. :recoilless round. I am convinced that the 90 round 
exploded sympathet1calq with the ISreMde and Wbat few casualties we had were 
caused 'by pieces ot that casjng. John's action had canpletely J!lUf'tled the 
~renade. There were e1.~t men mclucling l!IJI'selt lito would definitely have 
been much nnre se:riousl1' Wl">mded than thq were had not the force of' the 
grenade been mutned by Baca. 

~D~' 
1 LT, Infantl'7 
Platoon lean~ 
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Du.rJ.rtg a tireti8ht, the 90Dm recoilless rifle team came ~r4 and _. be.s.de 
me sett1n,q un to fire. amdenly' I heard 8r.1:18OM ea.1, I'()b, God! n and soceone else 
Mid, "!Tag !11 'ibm'I beard this I saW" -hIm r'aca raising his hands to hie steel pot 
All~ leaning forward. I hit the gt' . .!"md, falling aW87 from John. A tn secol\ds 
later I felt a blast ot air lUle. then heard people ea.,. theN were casualties. I 
realized that John had tried to 8I:tt)ther tn. ~&de tdth his steel pot and hie 
boq. SiiC\ I vas abotlt"'liiin:: fMt. from h1m. t'Ut uninjured, his actions had 
def:lnitelT aYed 'IIf1 lite. 

, 
", 
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burmR a ft:ref1gbt Vith ft."e entI!J11M 'Were pinned dClfl\ CI1 ttB trail. 
,. called. out the ~ recm1lle. r:l.f'lB t,eam. As u. team reached our 
J'Osit5.OI'). 30bn thea Iaff.a. tragDie:ritat:ID~ ~t!e come tn.to the m1ddle ot the . 
pa~t'QIl the entIIlV. JaIm ju:aped On the gZ'fll&de to tl7 to Il1'IOther it out, 
aavliil'~he' rnt. ot his buddies li .. l. 

WII,. ...... .. 

~~ 
'DDfAS MAYO 
SP4 E-4, _ 
Asst. Ht.ch1ne Gunner 
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As we were ~ tile ...,. on a t.nU, John Daca adhls 9Qa recoilless 
rifle team' came to help -out tb!J patml1dr1ch was pimed do", b7 e11ell\V fire. The team.. ~t eett1ngutl'..... I heam sanecM saj "Oh, 'l1li God r n I lDokll4 ~k aD:! 
.. t'.I..".. acattel'hg·.i ,I teU into the l)ruab. Tb~ . was an explosion.· John had 
ha4 ~4 en.. g1'fmade to ave the lives of bis bQdd18e. 

)12 ,.. "'~44! .. 
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CIT' A T I 0 If 

FOR CCNSPICUroS GALLARrRr AND mREPIDITY AT THE RISK OF LIFE ABOiE AND :BEYam 

TIm Ct.LL OF DUTY Di THE REPlT.BLIC OF V'mN.AM:' SPmIALIST POUR JCH.N P. BACA, 

, DISI'INGtJIsm::D RIMSmLli''ilIILID SERYIHGAS ASSlffi'RiT' GIIJINHER FOR TIlE 
I • 

TIECOIlJIE:SS RIFLE TEAM OF THE THIRD PLATOON, DEUl!A CCl'lPANY, 1Sl' BmALICN, 12rH 

CAV.ALIT'f, 13] CAVIJ,Jrl DIVISION' (AIRMOBILE)', If&Ul HleawAY QL14, muoo LWo. 

PROlINCE ON 10 FEBmIAHY 1970. THE THIRD PLATOON OF DELTA COO?ANY ES'l'ABLISKED 

A NIGflT Al'D3USH POSITION NEAR A 'tYELL..I.I!RAVELED TRAIL. SIORrLY BEF'ORE SUNGE.T, 

A. PATROL tiAS SEm TO RJiXJONNOITER AFTER crm OF '1'BE THREE JJJTOOTIC AMBO'ruES 

D~ONATED.. AS THE PATROL NEABED THE TRAIL THEY WERE DtMEDIATELY PINNED-DOWN 

BY THE ImENSE ENEMY SMALL ARMS AND AUTCMA1'IC loIEAPCfiS FIRE.. HEARING THE 

ENCaJNrER, SPECIALIS'l FarR, BACA ASSESSED mE SI!rUATION AND DECIDED TO LEAD HIS 

FIRE TEAM TO THE PATR(I,,'S COOJ\CT' POSlTIClf. mER CARIi.':FOLLY MAEEUVERING HIS 
L 

S0P'AD INTO POSITIW, s:PEXn'ALIS'l FClJR BACA, YlIILE PBEPARING TO LOAD THE RE-

COILLESS lUFLE, SAli All ENEMY FRAcz.tER'l'ATICfi GRENADE LAND Wl'l'HIli THE FRIENDLY 

POSITI<llS. INS'l'ANrLY REALIZING THE nAEGER, SPECIALISIt FaJR BACA umES'IrATINGLY 

COVERED THE ENliXi GRENADE WlTR HIS ffi'EE[, lIELMElI' AND FELL PORWARD 00 0 THE 

, GRENADE AS IT EXPLODED ... ABSORBING THE SHRAPNElJ AND CONCUSSIaJ. SPECIALIsr 

FOUR BACA'S mREPID AOl!ICIl Am> TemAL DISRI!X}ARJ) POR HIS OWB SAFElI!Y DIRECl'LY 

SAVED EI'(]lT MEN FRCN CEHrAm SERIOO'S INJURY OR DEATH. SPECIALIm FOUR BACA'S 

CONSPICUCDS GALLANrRY AND OORAORDINARY HEROISM, ~ 'mE COOT OF SERIOUS DiJURY 

TO Hn1GELF, ARE ABOVE ARC BEYOND THE CA.1L OF Dury.AID REFLECl! TIlE lJ'I'M0Sl CREDIT 

UPON HIM3E!LF, RIS UNlT AND 'l'HE tml'l'ED seATES AlI4r ... 

FOR ,..OfficlaL J;JSE ON [\' 



St' ......... . 
• A!:~I;C'r.:y .LlIAIb7'4?JS1t2 

Sf:rLtL t!AP.~ Dr.'w8·J .•. . . 

r ~. gfffeI8L"'JJ8~NLV 

.A.VDJBB-CO BACA. John P. 1 at Ind 
SP4 _ (17 May 70) 
SUBJECT: Recamnenda tion for the Medal of Honor 

DA, HQ, 2d Brigade, 1 at Cavalry Division (Airmobile), APO 96490 
2!7 Me,y 1970 

TO: Commanding General, 1 at Ca:valry Di vi sion (Airmobile), ATTN: A VDAAG-AD 
APO 96490 

Recommend approval. 

~.~,\ 
OARTER W. CLARKE JR/l 
OOLONEL, INFANTRY 
Commanding 

FOR OfffeleL -,USE ON LV 

\ • 
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'. AL'~~Cr.~l4(,Alb_Jb. 

~t ~ f~ARA DatJB· a 
*' #, , * *---- _._-

FOR "OfflcI8l~USF t ONLY 

Av:DAAG-AD 13ACA, John P. 2Id Ind 
(17 IW 70) 

SlJBJECJr: :Becommends.t:ton tor Awa:d of the Medal of Honor 

DA, REAnQUA.Irr1!!RS, 1Sl' ~VALRY DIVISION (!m10l3~), APO 96490 \22 J U l1970 
TO: Comma.nd1ng General, II Field. Force Vietnam, mE': AVF.B-AGD, 

APO 96266 

1. The reconmtendatiOll tor the award of' the Medal ot Honor has' been reviewed 
by the 1 st Cava.lr.r Divisim' (Airmobile) Awams and Decorations Boa:rd, which 
recommended approval of the awa:rd. 

2. strongly recommend a;pproval or- the awa:rd a£ the Medal of Honor to 
Specialist. Feur J dm P. Ba.ca, , United states A:rIrrt .. 

3. Personnel data have been verified. Tbis mcanmenda:t.ion 18 not in 
aontraventicm' with .AB. 600-,1 .. 

13 Incl . 
1. DA Fom 6:58 
2. Narrat'ive DescriptiCID 
:;. stmt by 1m Lawon 
4. Stmt by PFC Elliott 
5. ,Stmt by SP4 Jcm1aD 
6. Stmt by SP4 ttfaiyo 
7.. stmt by sar Martin 
8.. Stmt by SP4 Voigt 
9 .. Diagram 

10.. Motivation Stmt by 1m' QD:1tb 
11. Proposed C:tts.tion 
12. SUnuna.ry' 
1,. Interim Silver Star, GO #7011 

fOR Offlclal.-USe: OHLY 
.. - This protective ~ is cancelled 

UpcD completion of' f1nal action.. 



• .- -, ,'". . '. A!:~~~f.~ 4Wb?;?JS7a 
Sf:JW. flARA OZtJg.J 

M 

- • . s » tr, ,. t F'" , , .... \ $' A _ t ·.1 •. ..,_' ........... --..._ ~ #". 

AVFB-AG BACA, John P. 3d Incl 
(17 May 70) 

SUBJllX}T: RccOll1'llendation tor Award - Medal ot Honor 

DA, HEArQUAm.'ERS, II FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96266 1 1 AUG ~ro 

TO: Canmanding General, United States Amy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHAG-PD, 
APO 96375 

Reconmend approval. Specialist·Four Baca's conspicu.ou.s gallantry and 
intrepidity merits award ot the Medal at Honor. 

13 Incl 
nc 

MIC HAEL S. DAVISON 
Lieutenant General, USA. 
Ccmnanding 

• 



•• __ b .-.... .. ' h. -> ••• 

.,; , -

AVBAQ-PD DACA. John P. Itth Ind 
(1' May 70) 

iJU8\I,ti\;T: Keco ... ndat!on tor Avard 

HEAl'QUARTEU, UNITED STATES AlHY VIETNAM, APO .6 375 

TO: C~.nder, United State. Military AfI.l.tance Command, 
'ietnaa. APO 11222 

1. !eca..end the Di.tInsui.hed Service Crol. be approved 
.e the final avard. 

2. 'nle N~"tJ.oft foro 'the H .... l of Honor cloes not 
appeal' to .et the orf. tfttia ou.tlined !a PAl'&p'aph 2 It. , AR 
"2-1-1. 'peaialist 10\U' laoa displayed extraOl'clinary 
herois.; however, the delNe of hero1 •• 1. no't con.idered 
luffioient to merit award at the Medal of Honor. 

isfcNED: 
13 Incl W. J. MoCAFFREY 
nc Lieutenant General, US Army 

Deputy COIIII\and1nl genet'al 



.• A!:::':iif~i 41'A1b~12 

,~f;n.J. tiARA Or.~~.~ 

GPAO .. PA :aaca, l!I'olaa P. tat I_ 
t ........ } 

SUBJECT. a.e ........ &tl_ fer AW&J'4l of til. MMa1 ef H ... r 

HQ. US Arm,. Pactflc, APO Sat. Fraacbco 96551 2 NG', 10 

TO: The Mjwt&IIt GeMft.1, ATTN a AOPB ... AB, DepvbDeDt of tIM Army, 
Waa1aiap., D. C. 10'1" 

lleceasm." a" ... Y&1 Df a~ of tIuI .... &1 ef H~ .. 

FOil THE cotOI.AIIDEJt IN CHIEF: 

Ilael 
lie 

WILLIAW P. Y AD01l0UOH 
Li ....... a ... :n.1. USA 
Depatr Com-a.el' la Cblel 

1 
I 

I 
I 
f 

1 

I 
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FOR OFF ICIAL USE ONY 

0441 
Ser 4303 

1 o OCT 1910 

SIXTH EIDJORSEME~fl' on HQ 1ST BN (AM) 12TH CAV 1ST CAV DrV' (AM) ltr AVDAIB-I 
of 17 MAY 1970 

From: Commander in Chief Pacific 
To: Secretary of the Anrry 
Via: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Subj: Medal of Honor; recommendation for award of, case of Specialist 
Four John P. BACA, USA, 

1 • Readdressed and forwarded recommending approval of the award of the 
Medal of Honor to Specialist Four BACA. 

Copy to: 
COMUSMACV (MACAG-PD) ....... p.----

7 PeR: OPr'IOIAL T:fflE OtffiY 

--_. --



\ 

AI~~':Gr.~l.4INL)?a$"7a 

sf ;[1.tJ:... 1.!~,R.'\ DGi.D!J~ 
~" tC-= 

" 

FOR OFnCIAl USE ONL¥ 

alii ..... III CJa.t.f 
- ...... Ana1, Pacltlc 

llae1 
a.m for Awd 
(BACA, MIl P.) 

SIGNED 

DORALD I. MORGAN 
MaJor, USA 
AutAG 

fOR OFfiCIAL USE ONLY 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONt'( 

,.... t 

MACAG .. PD BACA, Jobh:",t..:'~ '5th'Ind 
(2 May 70) , " 

. . 

·';UW.e:CT: Recommendation for Award 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASBmTANCE COMMAND, 
VIETNAM, APO 96222 27 SEP 1970 . • 

TO: Commander In Chief, Pacific; FPO 96610 

1. Recommend approval of thf:1 Medal of Honor •. 
• 

2. Request this headquarters (ATTN: MACAG-PD) be advised when 
final action has been taken. 

,13 Incl 
"nc 

A ,t-. 

...""""".",HTON W. ABRAMS 
, United States Army 

anding 

• 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

• 



JR .. OtHeJaL -~USf-ONLy-' 

DI1P~ OF THE ARrI.'i 
HF.A:OOUA:RTEBS 1ST BATTALION (AIRIlOBILE) '~m CAVA.LRr 

1S!I! AIR CAVA!.iiCY DIVISION 
.&PO 95490 

AVDAIB-I 17 May 1970 

St.1l3Jm!: RecClllmendat10n for DIe Medal of Bonor 

OQlXllX).d1~ . General 
is1t Air Oo:vaJ:q l>1v1I1Ci'l 
!PO 96490 
AT-Tlf: A VDA.AG-MifJ 

1 • Contained herew1 th 1s reccumendatio:n for the Medal at Honor for 
Spec1a:.ist Four Jolm P. Baoa, 

2. RecomIlIcnd approval.. 

------. ---- - --- ---



fOR OFFICIAL USE oNLY . 

Dl."osinoN POll. 
'III'.N.f thl. MM, ... AI ' ... l5r" ............ ..."cy I. The A4jll_'" 0.11 •• 1'. Offl .. , 

01 OPPICIIYMIOL ·1UIJICr 

JMelQ-PD R ........... tel' Award 

fii-;'I'IIIliiiil:v;-' M;;ii.,~~~ .. ~, .. AG DATil. a 5 SEP 71 CMT 1 

I. 

'1'0 Cd MAl Merpa!rlj/U' .. 

a. Jtj .. Ila • reeaJBaaafat1a tor award. of tU Medal 01 BOllor to 
~ JWr I .... It. Baca, UD1ted. States Army. 

b. TIle rec ...... ua .... ratew •• :a., a Nard of taree pneral officers, 
__ II. .......... 8I:pftiaee u .. Aalatb.t Dtrlal .. Commander in Vie"'·. !'Un aff1cera reco .... ded. narcl at the Medal of Honor by 
a -aterlty _te. 

c. Rec ..... datlo .. of. mteryealq ~1'tI are .. fellows: 

Act1aJ CO, lat CU&lrJ DlYtal_ (AlraoD1le) 
CG, D FFV 
DCG, USARV 

::~ 
DSe (!l)h ') 

~Rl W.A~..r 
Celoul, UIA 

__ -------....... "":":'"'l\clI.taat General 
APPROVED/SIGNE 

tJaeI 
u 

COMUS ~ 
DEl':::C',: us _. __ 
COFS _. _._ . _. __ " .. _ 

! D/COFS _._._-----~ 
I u.,'~'E ~-Z /11 It? 4'.7{) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

DA PO... 2496 RUL.ACIa DO "OR ...... XIITU' •• U .... L.I ••• " WMICM WIL.L •• 
, ,... . . lllUao AJlO .aD UNTIl. I .... n WI. .. IOONIR aXMM»TIID. 
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GENERAL ORlERS 
NUMBER, 7011 

-----_.- .. ,-, , 

.. IEP ARl'Kl!NT OF THE ABMI' 
HEADQUARrERS 1sr CAVALRf mVISIOB (.lI1MJBILE) 

.APO San Francisco 96490 

-
liARD PI mI sn,vu W'AB ; 

, ~ 

1. TO 439. ~. tollow1A, .AWARD 11 izmounoed, 
. - . " 

BAGA, JOHN P. SpmALIST JOUR 1In1ted states I:lm.7 
Company D, 1st BattaJ.1on (A1:rmob1le), 12th Caval17 , ' 

Awarded & S1l ver star 
Da.te of action. 10 Feb:ruar7 1970 
Theater' Republic of Vletu. ..' 

2 MIq 1970 

Author! t1J BJr direction of 1;be President, under the prov:l.atons of the, Act 
of Congress, appf0'V8d 9 Jul.7 19~8. : 

Beason & For gallantr;y in action, while engaged in mill t.ar;y operat1ons involving 
connict vi th an armed hostile force in the Republic ot Vietnam. 
Speoialist Four Baaa distinguished himself bT exoept1onally v8l.orous 
action on 10 Fe'brua.r7 1970, while serving as gunner in Phouc ;,ong 
Provinoe, Republic ot Vietnam. When a _all patrol that had been sent to 
reconnoiter an area· came under intenaa small 81'IIS &Da rocket fire from. 
a'determined enellQ' force located in ooncealed. positions, Specialist 
Four Bsca org8D1led, and led his sun team to support the beleaguered 
force. Aa the team:maneuvered into the oonto,ct a:ea, &D ,aggressor threw 
a grenade into the midst of the triandly elellumt. With complete disregard 
for his ow personal aatety, he oourageouaJ...y covered the gren~de vi th his 
body, thus protect1Dg and aaviDg at least seVal others from ~r1ous 
injury and poss1ble death. Bis gaU4II1t action is in keep1Dg vi th the 
highest traditions of the 1D1l1t&r7 .nice, and rolleou great credit 
upon h1maelt, bis 'UD1t and the 1JD1ted StatesAzfa7. 

OFFICIAL, . E.C. MmR ' 
, Colonel, as 

~~~. 
1LT; AOO 
Asst AG 

,msrBIBUTloN s 
" . 2 - AG-ASD 

10 - AVDAAG-AD 
. 2 - AVllAA.Q..R . 

1 .. AVD.AAG-MPA 

, Ob1et of statf 

FOR 9tf1e1!l~USE ONLV 
\ 


